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1876-85. class. The depression of trade, on the other hand,
which by the year 1885 had become serious and
general, threw many men out of work, and was
severely felt by artisans. British labour is the most
efficient in the world, and the captains of British
industry have never been lacking in the spirit of
enterprise. But there were hampering influences in
Great Britain, less felt abroad. The intense con-
servatism of Englishmen is nowhere more con-
spicuous than it is in business, whereas Americans
and Germans were always ready to adopt new
methods and appliances which offered a better
Decline chance of profit than the old. Technical instruc-
ted* 1S tion, miscalled education, has played a notable part
in commercial progress, and Germany understood
it far better than England Even in science pro-
perly so named, and familiarity with modern
languages. Englishmen had allowed themselves to
be surpassed by their German competitors. For
these defects the employers were primarily respon-
sible. Trade Unions, on the other hand, were the
cause of difficulties which impeded Great Britain in
the struggle for commercial supremacy. Their efforts
for raising wages and shortening hours had been
upon the whole beneficial, though some strikes
were unreasonable, and therefore mischievous.
When the Unions began to aim at deliberately
diminishing production, they entered upon a more
dubious path. Their avowed object was to find
employment for more hands, and food for more
mouths. But the real road to that result lies
through increase and not through reduction of
manufactures. The greater the demand, the greater
the supply. There cannot be a universal glut
The time had long gone by when employers of
labour could regulate either hours or wages at their
own discretion. Trade Unions had a recognised
position which Parliament had acknowledged by